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CAROTENOID THEREWITH 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for simply and efficiently producing 
astaxanthin and canthaxanthin in large amounts from easily available raw materials. 
SOLUTION: This method for producing the astaxanthin and the canthaxanthin is 
characterized by culturing Thraustochytrium sp-CHN-3 (FERM P-18556) belonging 
to the genus Labyrinthula and the species Thraustochytrium and capable of 
producing the astaxanthin and the canthaxanthin to accumulate the astaxanthin and 
the canthaxanthin in the microbial cells, separating the microbial cells, and then 
recovering the astaxanthin and the canthaxanthin from the separated cells by a 
solvent extraction treatment. 
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